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Institutional
Relationships

For some ports the weakest link in the logistics chain is at their
back doors, at which congested roads or inadequate rail link-
ages to marine terminals, and sometimes both, result in delays
and increased transportation costs. Direct influence over these is-
sues, however, is often out of the reach of port officials; the respon-
sibility for road and highway improvement projects resides with a
city, county, or state government. In the private sector, decisions
about most rail line investments, with the exception of a few munic-
ipally owned belt lines, are made by privately owned railroads, and
decisions about ports-of-call and many terminal investments are
made by private shipping lines. Reviewed in the first section of this
chapter are some of the relationships among units of government
that can inhibit responses to the landside transportation needs of
ports. Port access problems could be significantly aided by several
shifts in policy and organizational responsibilities that will occur
because of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act
(ISTEA) of 1991. These policy shifts, and the changes in jurisdic-
tional influence that accompany them, are described. In the second
section, the role of the private sector in port landside access is
outlined. Summarized in the final section are opportunities for re-
sponding to the landside access problems that involve institutional
issues.
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